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The Facts About Crime
1.
In the past 30 years, crime rates have fallen dramatically.
While there is a widespread public perception that crime rates have skyrocketed, the reality is that from 1970-1994, violent crime
rates remained remarkably stable. Since 1994, violent crime has fallen. In fact, violent crime in 2002 was at its lowest level ever
recorded.1 Property crime has been on a steady decline since 1974.2
2.
Violent crime constitutes only 4.6% of arrests in the US.3
Even within this “violent” category, the actual physical violence is often overstated. The vast majority of violent crimes are
assaults where one person hits or slaps another or makes a verbal threat. Only about 20 percent of the victims of violent crime
nationally went to a hospital emergency room.4
3.
In the past 30 years, the murder rate has NOT steadily increased.
In fact, the murder rate in this country dropped 43% from 1980 to 2000 to the lowest level it has been since 1966.5
4.
Every year an inmate spends in prison costs taxpayers an average of $22,000.
As prisoners get older, the cost of maintenance rises, ultimately reaching an average of $69,000 per year for those over the age of
fifty-five. A study by a Stanford University professor estimated that the cost of a life term for an average California prisoner is
$1.5 million.6
5.
2.1 million Americans are currently incarcerated.
State and federal prisons hold 1.3 million people, local jails hold 631,240, and 108,965 are held in juvenile facilities. The
remainder are in INS, territorial, military or other facilities.7 This number is triple what it was in 1985 (700,000).8 In addition,
there are 4.6 million persons on probation or parole, bringing the total to 6.7 million citizens—over 3 percent of the adult
population—under the supervision of the criminal justice system.9
6.

Locking up more offenders for longer periods of time does not significantly reduce the
crime rate.
Academic research has shown little or no correlation between rates of crime and the number of people in prison.10 States with high
rates of imprisonment may or may not have high rates of crime, while states with low rates of crime may or may not have high
rates of imprisonment. North Dakota and South Dakota, which are virtually identical in terms of demographics and geography,
provide an example. South Dakota imprisons its citizens at more than twice the rate of North Dakota11, but crime between the
states is roughly the same12 and has been for decades. Nationally, the fact that the prison population has quadrupled and there are
still about 12 million crimes13 reported each year should further illustrate the point that we can not incarcerate-away the crime
problem.
7.

Prisons and the fear of crime are becoming one of America’s biggest growth
industries.
In 2001, federal, state and local governments spent an estimated $49 billion on corrections.14 The crime control portion of the
police and judicial budgets is an estimated $51 billion.15 Private security costs $104 billion.16 Combine the prisoners and the
crime-fighters and you have 4% of the U.S. workforce consumed by this industry.17
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