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Women in Prison Fact Sheet 
 

United States 
 

 

• As of June 2006, 203,100 women were in state or federal prisons or local jails, just under 10% of the 
total U.S. prison and jail population (more than 2 million).1   

• Nearly 112,500 women were in state or federal prisons alone, 7.2% of the total U.S. prison 
population of 1.57 million.2   

• At yearend 2006, there were more than 1.3 million women inmates, parolees and probationers in the 
U.S.3 – about 18% of the total number in the U.S. (more than 7.2 million).4 

• From 1995 to 2006, the number of women inmates in state and federal prisons nationwide increased 
by 64%.5  The growth rate for women in state and federal prisons in 2006 (4.5%) was higher the 
average annual rate of growth in each of the previous five years (2.9%).6    

• About 47% of women in state or federal prisons or local jails are white, almost 34% are African-
American, and just under 16% are Latina.7  White women, however, have significantly lower 
incarceration rates among their own racial group than African-American women (3.8 times the rate 
for white women) and Latina women (1.6 times the rate for white women).8 

• As of 2000, more than 70% of women inmates were incarcerated for non-violent drug, property or 
public order offenses.9   

• Nearly one in three women in state prisons reported committing their offense to support a drug 
addiction.10 

• Nationally, more than 65% of women in state prisons and 55% of men in state prisons report being 
parents of children under 18.  About 64% of mothers in state prisons lived with their children 
before prison, compared to 44% of men.11 

• Female inmates are more likely than male inmates to have histories of serious physical or sexual abuse.12 

• A 2004 government study found that 73% of women in state prisons nationwide either had 
symptoms or a clinical diagnosis of mental illness and/or were receiving treatment from a mental 
health professional in the past year, compared to 55% of men.13 

• About 40% of women in state prisons were employed full-time prior to their arrest, compared with 
60% of men. 14    

• Nearly 30% were receiving public assistance before arrest, compared to 8% of men.  About 37% 
had incomes of less than $600 per month prior to arrest, compared to 28% of men.15  
 

New York State 
 

 

• As of January 2008, 2,821 women were incarcerated in New York’s prisons16 – about 4.5% of the 
state’s total prison population of 62,577.17   

• An additional 26,800 women were on parole (about 3,100)18 and probation (almost 23,700).19 

• From 1973 to 2008, the number of women in New York’s prisons increased by almost 635%.20  

• Since 1997, the state’s female prison population has decreased by about 25%21 and the male 
population has decreased by about 10%.22  As of mid-January 2008, women’s facilities in New York 
State had over 580 empty beds.23   



• It costs almost $37,000 to incarcerate a person in a New York State prison for one year.24 

• Roughly 67% of the state’s female inmates are women of color: about 46% are African American, 
just over 21% are Latina, and nearly 31% are white.25  New York’s general public is 30% women of 
color and almost 69% white.26  

• About 84% of women sent to New York’s prisons in 2007 were convicted of non-violent offenses.27   

• More than 85% of women sent to prison for violent felony offenses in 2007 were first time felony 
offenders.28 

• As of January 2008, nearly 33% of women in New York’s prisons were incarcerated for a drug 
offense.29  Almost 78% of women under custody for a drug offense are women of color.30   

• More than 88% of women incarcerated in New York State prisons report having an alcohol or 
substance abuse problem prior to their arrest.31   

• An estimated 82% of women at New York’s Bedford Hills Correctional Facility have experienced 
severe abuse as children and over 90% have endured physical or sexual violence in their lifetimes.32 

• As of January 2007, more than 42% of women in New York’s prisons have been diagnosed with a 
serious mental illness, compared to nearly 12% of male inmates.  Almost 40% of women inmates have 
been diagnosed with a major mood disorder (which includes depression, psychotic depression, and 
bipolar disorder), and 15% have been diagnosed with schizophrenia or another psychotic disorder.33   

• About 55% of women under state custody are from New York City and its suburbs.34  Just under 
41% are incarcerated at Albion Correctional Facility, about eight hours away from Manhattan.35 

• The median minimum sentence for women inmates in New York State is 36 months.36 

• More than 72% of New York’s women inmates report being parents, compared to more than 58% 
of men.37   

• At least 80,813 children have a parent incarcerated in New York’s prisons; more than 5,180 have a 
mother incarcerated in a New York State prison.38   

• Nearly 55% of women prisoners lack a high school diploma.  Just under 37% read at an 8th grade 
level or below.39 

• More than one-third of New York’s female inmates have either never been arrested or convicted of 
any crime prior to their current offense.40  More than 63% are first felony offenders.41   

• Approximately 12% of women in New York’s prisons are HIV positive, a rate of infection double 
the rate for male inmates42 and 80 times higher than the rate in the general public (.15%).43  

• More than 22% of women in New York State prisons have Hepatitis C, a rate nearly double that for 
male inmates (just under 13%)44 and more than 14 times higher than the HCV infection rate in the 
general public (1.6%).45 
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