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Forsgren
or Yount,
he’s liked

Friends say Killer
would be welcome

By Byron Blake
Specal 1o The idaho Statesman

Idaho while gn the run between
April 1986 and June 1988 giadly
would open their homes <o the men
r_heycsmetol:nuwa.s.l'ml"ora-
gren, even though they now know
he is a convicted murderer who had
escaped.

The same is true for Youmt's
companion from that peried,
Kathy Kermer, even thougn they
now know she is reaily Disne Brod-
beck, who is accused of heiping
Yount escape and leaving her hus-

" band to be with himn therun.

Today, Yount, 48, sits in his cell
in the State Correctional Insttu-
tion at Huntington, a maxmum-se-
curity prison. He faces sentencing
today, having pleaded guiity to es-
caping from. prison on Aprml 5,
1986. "

Brocbeck, 43, is awaiting trial on
a charye of conspiring with Yount
to plun and carry out the escape. A
pre-trial hearing for her is sched-
uled for Dec. 5 in Center County. -

The two,_were capmured June 15
in Coeur d'Alenesnortlv ufter hav-
ing driven thers from Boise.

- _Yount said his recum to prieon

after more than two years spent
mostly in Boise has made him reai-
ize- how precious freedom is. “The
truth is,” he said lasc week, “I'd
happily trade the rest of my life
just to be able to relive those 26
months of freedom.” g
Yount, a schooiteacher in his
nativee Pennsylvania, murdered one
of his students, Pameia Sue Rimer,
in 1566. After confessng to the
crime, he was convicted and im-
prisoned- S
Twenty years later, he disap-
from A& minimum-gecurity
work detail at the State Correc-
tionzl Institution at Hockview.
The next day, the worried hus-
band of Diane Brodbeck, a York

HUNTINGTON, Pa. -— Jon County housewife who had volun-
Yount would like to go home again teered for a prison ministries pro-

—hamemidahn.r:hnni.mltmy

pever ha

cailed the
State Police to report her missme.

Pennsvivania

ppen, though.
Many of the friends be made in Police soon learned thac Brod-

Yount

From 1A -

that Brodbeck was linked to

Yount's escape.

Some investigators thought
Yount, already once convicted of
mumder, might bhave killed Brod-
beck. Her husband and children,

. however, clung tenaciousiy to a be-

Lief that she was alive.

Yount and Brodbeck wandered
into Boise in December 1986 in
search of a new home, new friends

and a new way of life. £
_.~How we started out was

captain was d
ta the Unity Church.”

chm: said hu upu-i':_ncu with

Musitmos, fundamexralists

““We just seemed to fit right in,
be said, “When they found out I-

really
soange,” Yount recailed. “We first
went to.ths Salvadon Army. We
asked the captain if he knew of any
—eideriy or needy people with whom
we could share our Christmas. It
seerns that because of insurance li-
pbility for any such referrais, the
isinchi to give us
any names. But he did ‘send us over

Jon Yount
killed a sr:oent in 1966 ~

hunter, he invited me to go gooee
himting with him. He even gave
(Brodbeck)- and me a coupie of
geese be'd shot the day before.
That beceme our Chrisunas din-
ner.” -

A few days bDefore that, Yount

and and Broditeck had gone aparoment

mmtng. :
The coupie that ended up rent-
i:ngmthanmmmﬁ.sdxtﬁmc
to find they did not have steady
joba. Brodbeck said she nad enougin
Inoney saved to pay the reat for
several months, and Yount said he
plarmed t> do odd jobs, the couple

. recailed
"  But their landlord, who asked

pot 10 be idenciied, said, “They

couid sing — and, soon therearfter, . seemed real mice, very friendly,’

thar I could piay the piano and-
organ — it didn't take long for
them to accept (Brodbeck) and me

mwm their fold.". " ™ -

He described how, during th

well-educated, excel' -t peopie.
“It's just awiuily hard to beiieve
they wers mmnmg away from an-

. other iife. (We) decided to trust
gir them — give 'em a chance. And as
second or third Sunday service,” it furned out, they never were late

‘Goose.’ He had earned that mon-"" were our tenants. -

icker by his repucadon 2s a bird:- “More than that, they made a.
bumter. Somebody told me he had lot of improvesenta. (Yount) often

some decoys for saie. " -

-

did paintng for me and heiped

'Wbml?f:g\:fdmudmyzifua with chares without r—pectng any

compensarion. We were reai sorry
to see them leave — even sarrier
wien we heard the news about
their arrest.”

Their landlord had a handi-
capped brother whom Yount be-
friended. A Boise businessman he
once had been an avid sporteman,
but had suffered a sooke that
slurred his speech and limited his
mobility.

“It was rather difficult at frst,”
Yount said, “because his speech
was impaired. But he couid under-
stand ‘me very well, aod we hit it
off pretty well right from the start.

“In the spring of 1957, I took
him fishing. He obviousiy nad be-
come accustomed to daving peopie
do just about ning for him.

“When I told him. “You're going
to have to bait your own hook, and
you're going to have to reei in the
catch yourseif,” the man thought I
was really being hard on him. But
after catching thac first Ssh by
himssif, he seemed to take on a
whoie new outloak. He discovered
he couid do a lot of things for him-
geif after all”™

The man's wife said, “He was al-
most like a new person. (Yount)
made him work hard, and each lit-
tle victory day by day seemed to
give him another good resson for
living. He reaily needed thac”

Now, reflecing on woar hap-
pened last June wien Boise resi-
dents first learned that Yount and
Brodbeck had been the subjects of
a nadonwide search for mare than

“two years, she said, “We were 50

shocked. It's stll very hard to be-
l.icvr_Althaw;h mr.r:nﬂ.drm.wm

cern that (Yount and Brodbeck)
deceived us, we e not bitzer about
it. They never lied tous

“To me, although he mmrdered
somneone, Joa isn't a murderer. ...
If they ever were 1o came Dack to

Idaho, they certainly wouid have a

place to szay — here with us.”

Another friend, a local barber,
recalls Yount and Brodbeck be-
friending a couDie in their 70s.

““These peoFic were on welfare
and couidn't afford anything at
all” he said. “(Yount and Brod-
beck) took them fishing, cooked
dinners for them, even heiped with
their housework. It reaily made a
difference in those peopie’s iives.
They're stll taiking about it.”

Others have expressed similar
sentiments and reiated similar ex-
perience=.

Yount's mothear, who lives on the
family homestead near DuBais,
Pa_, receives several jetters a day
from Idano friends.

Back in Pennsyivania, thougi,
song sentiment was fueied by
broad media coverage of the 1966
murder, and of subsequent =aL--
tempts by Yount's attorneys m
petitioning for Lis parole.

That has mede any chance of re-
lease slim at best, according to
Pennsyivania officials. The compii-
cadon of an added sentence of five
to 10 years for his escape from
prison would seem oniy to confrm
Yount's future 2s a lifer in Penn-
sylvania's correccions system, -

Brodbeck faces a possible prison
term of 3% to ceven years if she is

convicted of conspiring with Yount
in his escape from Rockview, offi-
ciais say. : N

- Although h= has come to regret
his escape, Yount said, “I have
some of the hest memories anyone
could ask for, {We) shared some-
thing wonderiu! with s0 many dif-
ferent peupig,;ndnobodycanu.i.e
that away from us"



